Hudson United U12 Boys Win Tournament
The Hudson United U12 boys travel soccer team (the Mustangs) won a very exciting Capital Cup tournament in Concord, NH over Columbus Day weekend.  The Mustangs prevailed over ten other U12 teams from all over New Hampshire to take home the trophy.  The boys played some of their best soccer of the season during the tournament, beating several very strong teams.  
In the first match, the Mustangs won a very challenging game against a great team from Concord.   Concord came into the game undefeated and leading the Granite State Youth Soccer League’s (GSYSL) Division 1 (New Hampshire’s top division).   Despite getting outshot, the Mustangs made their scoring opportunities count and got amazing performances from their defense and goalkeepers to pull off a 2-1 victory.  With one of the best offenses and individual players the Mustangs have ever faced, the Concord team would go on to outscore their other opponents 29-5 during the rest of the tournament.  It was a pivotal game for the team from Hudson.
In its second game on Saturday, Hudson United faced a Windham team that it had defeated just a week earlier in league play and again came away with a victory, 2-0.  Despite being exhausted from their emotional first win just a few hours earlier, the Mustangs pulled away with a strong second half.  The win left the Mustangs in a 3-way tie for first place in pool play with one game to go, with only the top two teams moving on.
On Sunday morning, the Mustangs would face off against one of the other first place teams in a “must win” game for a spot in the championship.  John Stark United, also undefeated for the entire season, was the opponent.  In another strong overall game, Hudson United again came away with a 2-0 victory, first place overall in pool play, and a spot in the championship game.
A very excited group of boys, many of whom have played together since they were 7 years old, were ready for another challenge in the championship game against a team from Mt Washington Valley.  It was the Mustangs’ third consecutive tournament playoff appearance over the past few seasons, but they were still looking for their first championship.  Right from the start, Hudson United dominated play and controlled possession of the ball.  With numerous scoring opportunities, they were able to put two home for a final score of 2-0.  A well-deserved trophy ceremony later, and the Hudson United U12 boys team was on their way home with their first championship.
Hudson United outscored their opponents 8-1 during the tournament.  Despite it being a high scoring tournament, the team allowed only one goal during the entire weekend, while their opponents averaged 5.5 goals per game in their other games.  It was a remarkable run of games by the Hudson defense, led by Alex Ellis, Joe DeRoche, Jarred Natola, Kyle Ping, and Ryan Ruigrok.  Goalies Tyler Lizotte and Zac Reddig came up big all weekend long, each with several SportsCenter-worthy saves.  The offense played extremely well as a team, with great passing and very exciting goals, including three by Garrett Lambert, two each by Connor Lambert and Ryan Ruigrok, and one by Cole Taylor.  Also playing great team offense, with key assists and scoring opportunities, were Cameron Hilton, Logan Jones, Simon Morrier, and Chris Tufts.
Congratulations to the Hudson United U12 boys team on an exciting and well-deserved championship in the 2011 Capital Cup tournament.  For more information about Hudson United soccer, including spring tryouts on October 22nd, visit www.hudsonsoccer.org.
